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ADN-German Kirchentag in Berlin Banned 


(Berlin) - The East German Government has refused to permit any events of the 
10th Kirchentag - German Evangelical Church Day (DEKT) Congress — to be held 
in Kast Berlin. 


While the Government suggested that East Zone churches hold a congress of 
their own in some other East German city, it had been hoped originally that 
Kirchentag events could be held in both sectors of Berlin, July 19 - 23. 


The Government's decision was announced by Hans Seigewasser, head of the 
State Secretariat for Church Affairs, during a meeting with three East Zone 
bishops, according to the Hast German press service, ADN. 


The action came as a complete surprise to DEK? officials whose optimisn 
for an all-Gernan Kirchentag was nourished by the fact that a state-operated 
porcelain factory at Meissen in the Hast Zone had accepted an order for several 
thousand badges to be worn by DEKT participants. 


ipteas fe oe 


£, Meurer’ rf + ie eet 
Sey tee ai if fa salen es 


ia Tage & 


<)\ fo cUn eevee! 


ay « a 


ee 
(er a aes 


Ble’ - isis ea 


ta re oso 


ans 


a > er neds a Saji ey baa eee bade ee = ep y 
| me * 5 


ae ee ee SS Le En WL Md 


aryTy vik 
coh, to tobi: ial call 
oc 


h adler a! pesiieneny Ne 


a neat of BY yea “feat 
Pian (oh ant = hw wot J isd inrieires 
i P jy ; ; f ie , in ih \ : 
eM epee. &: 4) \\), tenn 


a< Rare 
ie " 
‘i 
er | 
- vet 
ne 


No. 3 — 20th January, 1961. . 2 


The Kirchentag movement was launched in 1949 at Essen to encourage laymen 
to participate in religious and public affairs. More than 400,000 Protestants 
attended the closing ceremonies of the last DEKT rally at Munich in 1959. 


Mr. Seigewasser, according to ADN, accuscd the DEKT presidium of having 
"provocative intentions" in selecting Berlin for the next Kirchentag, of 
"increasing the tensions in and concerning Berlin", and of "turning church 
meetings and the religious concerns of Christian citizens into provocation 
against the East German Government and giving occasion for vindictive propaganda 
against the Polish People's Republic and Czechoslovakia". 


Insisting that the Government had been motivated by its responsibility to 
preserve “internal order" and by a concer "for the safeguarding of peace and 
the liquidation of the cold war", Mr. Seigewasser charged that at the last 
Kirchentag in Munich, West German churchmen linked themselves with the "milit- 
aristic and revengeful" policies of the Bonn Government. 


He further charged that forces around a group of prominent West German 
church leaders "have themselves destroyed the basis for possible co-operation 
between state organizations in East Germany and West German DEKT institutions". 


Cited specifically by the East German official were Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, chairman of the Evangelical Church of Germany (EKD) ; Dr. Herman 
Kunst, liaison officer between the EKD and the Bonn Government; Dr. Reinhold 
von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the DEKT presidium; and Dr. Eugen 
Gerstenmaier, a member of the EKD Synod and president of the West German 
Parliament. 


Kirchentag officials agreed that the refusal affects not only the DEKT con- 
gress, but the unity of the Protestant church in Germany. 


Although leaders of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg have 
insisted that there is no reason to withdraw their invitation to hold Kirchentag 
in Berlin as planned, DEKT officials will discuss what practical steps should 
be taken in the light of the Hast Zone's decision, BPS, Geneva. 


Dutch Group Protests Nuclear Stockpiling 

(The Hague) - The executive body of "Kerk en Vrede" (Church and Peace) , a Dutch 
organization of Christian pacifists, has called upon churches in the Netherlands 
to take a firm stand on the moral and spiritual implications of the use of 
nuclear weapons, 


The letter asks for an “immediate, concrete pronouncement by the church as to 
the right spiritually and morally of the admittance (into the country) and the use 
of weapons for the destruction of the masses", 


The churches and major Dutch newspapers also received letters from a group 
of conscientious objectors protesting the stockpiling by NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation) of nuclear weapons in the Netherlands. 


The letter expressed “vehement indignation" and said the action is not "in 
accordance with our endeavour towards world peace". It alleged that the action 
had been taken without the knowledge of parliament, a step which, it said, does not 
"tally with our understanding of real democracy". EPS, Geneva. 
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New Eve ssbyt* rian liedical Pnegranme in Ethi.pia 


(New York) - Empercr Haile Sslassie .f Ethicpia has invit « th. United Fresbyt«rian 
Church in the USA t. Girect a vilot medical oregramme 2n Tllubabur Province in 
wstern Ethiepia and has alse granted land fer new mission w.rk in sven tribal 
areas, 


An announcement by shurch head: uarters in New York said that the Emoerer had 
tcld Genceminational reoressntatives in a recent interview that he was "pleased 
With the wrk vcur mi sion is doing" anc "grateful... for what yeu have dune for 
Bthic-pial , 


The medical orcegramme will consist cf a ZO-bed hosoital in Gore, staffed by 
Ethic dian nurses, technisians, clerks anc maintenanos men. Two Anerican docters 
and tw: nursss will b-. pn vided by the US church, with th: one x their salaries 
paid jointly by the Ethionian « vernzent and the mission. he 7 iss ion will also 
Gvoperate in securing a qualified ductuer tc serv- as a public ha offieer for 
Tllubaour Province. 


I 


Sites granted for new mission work are amung tribes in the Illubabur and 
Katia Provinces anc were en after a survey cunducted by the US shurch, at 
the Empercr's requsst. he work will include pri grammes of evangelism, education, 
health anc agriculture, 


Presbyt=rian missionaries have served in Ethicpia since 192 when they began 
medical «ork in one cf the local privinces at the govern-r's recuest, A* present 
47 missicnaries .f the denomination are serving in the scuntry, The nation's 
state church is the Ethicpian Orthodox but an sstimated one-third :f the Ethicpian 
pepulaticn are 1i0t Christians, BPS, Geneva, 


South African Church Will Not Attend Assenbley 


(Capet.wn, S.Africa) - The Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Nerderduits Hervormde 
Kerk van Afrika) has announced it will not sent delegat:s te the Third Assembly 
ef the Werld Council cf Churchss, to be held at New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
December 6, 


The Rev. T. F. G. Dreyer, national secretary, saic several factors have 
-nfluenced the decision, but the major and decisive one was the -canference 
in race relations uf the WCC's sight member churchss in the Un: on Gnvened under 
WwOL auspices in December, 


The church, the smallest «f the three Dutch Ref. rmed Churches in the Union, 
ane the unly une cf the participating churches to Go so, disarsusiated itself 
from rosclutions adcvpted at the neeting.and issued a separate statement opposing 
"inteeration in any form as a solution to the (race releti.ns) or blem, (See 
SPS Nc, 48, 1960) EPS, Geneva. 


WCC Church«s Hear Report on Work in Africa 


em ee ae emcee me eae ene ee een ereme ne NT ee ame ee ter ow 


(Geneva) - Decisions which will aid refugees, homeless and upreetsca peoples in 


many varts of the world were taken by the Administrative Committeccf the W0G's Division » 


ef Tnter-Church Aid which met last wesk in Geneva. To implement these cecisions 
appeals will go out to the iW00's 178 member churches for continuing and increas- 
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The Committee underscored the fact, which it urged should be made known as 
widely as possible, that the Division is seeking to raise one million dollars 
($1,000,000) from the churches for relief work in the Congo, that missionary boards 
are also making appeals, and that doctors and nurses are being recruited by the 
churches to work in the Congo. Already upwards of $350,000 has been collected or 
promised for the Congo projects. 


In addition churches have sent in tons of supplies to the Congo. Contributions 
include drugs and food valued at close to $500,000 from Church World Service (USA) ; 
and tents for 4,000 persons from the churches in Germany. Large collections of 
food are also being prepared for shipment by the churches in the Netherlands and 
Norway. 


The Committee gave considerable time to the developing situation generally 
throughout Africa. Discussions ranged from North to South, from Hast to West of 
the continent. One report that particularly spurred the Committee was that of 
M, Pierre Benignus, of the Paris Mission, concerning the 10-months long 
disturbances in the new state of Cameroon, from which he recently returned. 


M. Benignus reported that 8% of church property in the district where 
fighting has taken place has been destroyed, either by Maquisards or soldiers 
hunting them. This destruction had affected churches, schools, parish houses, 
and church workers! houses. He reported that one station he visited had been 
bombed by planes. Altogether 409 parish houses had been destroyed and there had 
been other very heavy losses. 


He said he asked one pastor to make a list of all he had lost. This man's 
entire belongings had been destroyed, but the item which headed his list was, "My 
Communion Set". Walls had heen knocked down so that no one could meet in the 
churches, and often the roof had been removed. The head of one hospital, the 
largest in the Cameroon, had thanked God that the corrugated iron roof had been 
left on his building, but even so, many patients had to sleep in the open. 


M. Benignus explained that the attacks on church property were not made 
because of religious intolerance, but were made because both the Maquisards and 
the soldiers thought that their enemies were using churches as centres of 
BCiaviby. He was certain that after nearly a year's fighting the people generally 
were "fed up" with the strife. 


"Tt is forbidden to live in the bush any longer," M. Benignus said. "Villages 
are now being regrouped along the main roads. A main task must be to build 
churches and schools in these new villages. No compensation is expected from the 
sovernment for the damage done by soldiers, and the churches themselves are too 
poor to undertake the work that needs to be done. The clergy are paid only $28 
a month and some of them have received their salary for only one month out of two. 


"But these men are not beggars. They are afraid of being given too much 
help and they want to share in the work. They believe it would be a wonderful 
thing if they could be given a roof for their church after they had built the 
walls, They are eager to go ahead and are sure that the people are ready to 
accept the Gospel if it is preached to them. Many schools are needed. Work on — 
a damaged hospital urgently required." 


After hearing M. Benignus, the Committee authorised the launching of an 
appeal for up to $200,000 for the rebuilding work that is necessary and to help 


- the local churches reorientate themselves to the government's social regrouping 


programme. 


“No. 3 - 20th January, 1961. 5 


The Committee also authorised an appeal for $80,000 over a three-year 
period for World church support for the Calama project in Chile, South Ameriea. 
This scheme embraces a small farming project, where better agricultural methods, 
Suited to local difficulties, can be studied, and the formation of a social esntre 
where mothers can attend courses in home economics, child welfare, and hygiene. 
Adult education courses will also be povided. The Administrative Committee 
recommended that this project merits special support outside the normal prog»amme 
of ICA help. 


The Committee likewise planned to have funds ready to found a third colony 
of Old Believers if the flow of White Russian Refugees from China continues, It 
is estimated that $200,000 would be needed to start this third colony. 


| The Committee also appealed to the churches to continue their support of 
the Freedom From Hunger Campaign of the Food and Agricultural Organisation. 


Also the Committee discussed the problem of "matchmaking" between young 
people who wish to serve overseas in many capacities and the available opportunities 
sor them to do so. EPS, Geneva. 


Vatican Directs Excommunications in Haiti 


(Vatican City) - "All those responsible" for the expulsion of two Catholic bishops 
from Haiti have fallen under automatic excommunication, the Consistorial Congregation 
of the Vatican has announced. 


L'Osservatore Romano, Vatican newspaper, said the action was taken as a result 
of the deportation of Archbishop Poirier last November, as well as the recent expul=i 
sions of Bishop Remy Augustin and four other priests, all from the Port-au-Prince 
Archdiocese. They were all charged with being social and political "subversives". 


L'osservatore Romano described the expulsions as "an act of violence which 
1s all the less explainable in a country with which the Holy See has normal 
diplomatic relations and where there is a concordat of which the responsible 
organs cannot ignore the consequences". 


Meanwhile, the Haitian Government has closed down the Catholic newspaper, 
"La Phiange", which carried a plea for the rescinding of a decree making parents 
and guardians responsible for the attendance of students at school. 


Archbishop Poirier was deported to his native France on charges of having 
financially encouraged a strike of anti-government students at the University of 
Haiti last November in protest against the jailing of a student suspected of heing 
a Communist. 


Bishop Augustin, who served as auxiliary to Archbishop Poirier, was named 
vapostolic administrator of the Port-au-Prince archdiocese when the archbishop 
was expelled. The first Haitian to have held such a high church office, Bishop 
Augustin was put on a plane for Puerto Rico by police 14 hours after he was taken 
moto custody. He allegedly was forbidden to take along any personal belongings. 


Bishop Augustin was reported to have stated, upon his arrival in Puerto Rico: 
"T don't know why I was arrested or deported". He denied any connection with 
anti-government groups in Haiti, EPS, Geneva 
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Mar Thoma Church Faces Evangelical Split 


(Kollat, India) - The "new' St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India will be 
inauguarated January 26, despite pleas from Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma 

to the leaders of the new church to remain within the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of 
Malabar. 


The new group, which reputedly aims at "purer" worship and doctrine, 
met recently at Kumpanad and approved a constitution, an action culminating 
more than a decade of tension between the “evangelical” and “orthodox" factions 
within the Mar Thoma Church. 


Addressing a large meeting here, Metropolitan Juhanon, head of the Mar 
Thoma Church, and one of the six co-presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
declared that "it is better that reformers confine their work to their own 
churches". 


era 


Calling upon members to remain "firm" and not be "swayed" by the separation, 
Metropolitan Juhanon pointed out that instead of "individuals" making suggestions 
for any needed reforms, a "body" has been created. 


M. K. Abraham, the separatist group's general secretary, maintained that it 
was necessary to start another church for the "preservation" of the purity of 
the Mar Thoma Church, 


The constitution declares that the new group will be guided in religious 
affairs only by the Bible, but will be “ever ready to renew and reform in the 
light of the inspiration of the Holy Ghost", and have evangelism as its main 
purpose. 


Twelve leading headmasters, gospel workers, vicars and missionaries of the 
Mar Thoma Church have resigned from their posts because, they said, they were 
"unable" to continue freely as clergy in furthering the teaching of the Bible 
and Christian faith within the parent body. 


A bishop will be elected and ordained head of the new group by a representa- 
— tive committee of 11 priests and one layman. Church administration will be 
vested in a representative group with an elected president. 


The Bhorat Evangelical Alliance in the Mar Thoma Church was formed two years 
ago following a series of unsuccessful law suits by the evangelical faction against 
the orthodox group. In their legal actions, the evangelicals attempted to prevent 
Metropolitan Juhanon and other clergy from celebrating the Kurbana (Holy Communion) 
according to the Thaksa (Liturgy) adopted by the church in 1954. The plaintiffs 
contended that this was a departure from the beliefs held by those who formed the 
Mar Thoma Church 124 years ago, after branching: off from the Orthodox Syrian 
Church of Malabar. EPS, Geneva. 


Prime Minister Comments on South Africa's Race Policy 


(Cape Town) —- Prime Minister H. F. Verwoerd has declared that recent comments 
by “indiviual ministers of certain of the Dutch Reformed Churches" relative to 
the Government's race policy do not represent the voice of the churches themselves. 
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In a New Year radio message, Dr, Verwoerd said the churches are dill to be 
heard from officially "through their synods, at which the members as well as the 
whole of the clergy will be represented", 


Representatives of eight South African churches recently attended a week- 
long ccnsulation on the Union's race situation, which was convened by the World 
Council of Churches. They concludeda their sessions by issuing a forthright 
statement against discrimination, 


"I for one", said Dr, Verwoerd, "cannot believe that any world organization, 
be it the United Nations cr the Wrold Council of Churches. ...can make any 
permanent impression on our South African thinking and actions and on our 
decisions en how to ast with justice to all here in practical everyday life..." 

EPS, Geneva, 


The Archbishop of Canterbury Will Retire May 31 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F, Fisher, 75, has 
amnounced in Londen that he wili retire May 31, 


Dr. Fisher told a clerical convocation that he thought it was, time for a 
younger man to become. ranking orelate cf the Church of England, a position he 
has held since 1945, 


He said he chose the May 31 retirement date because "I regarded it as 
essential to make it possible for my successor without undue hurry to be 
present at the Third Assembli of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi 
from November 18 to December 6, He noted also that major changes in the 
administration of the Anglican Church are underway, and added: 


"This is just the right moment fur me to hand over my share of responsi- 
bility for these matters to another who can bring a fresh mind and energy to 
bear and can expect (as I no longer can) to see some of them at least through 
to completion," 

His successor, who will be the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, will be 
named by the Queen on the recommendation of Prime Minister Harold Macmillan. 

The announcement is expected in a week or so, EPS, Geneva. 


Immediate Negotiation Asked in Algerian Situation 

(Geneva) - Immediate negotiation by the French Government with the Algerian 
nationalist Previsional Government is callec for in a statement issued here by 
the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation, 


WAny hestitation to negotiate withthe Provisional Government directly and 
on the basic issues would inevitably involve the continuance of hostilities, 
with the danger of making the conflict internati: nal and implanting international 
communism in Africa," the statemcnt said. 


Further, a delay would be "a grave menance to the balance of the West and 
Africa and ultimately to the whole world", 


The Committee is a small unoffical group ef prominent European laymer, Its 
chairman is Dr. ©. L. Patijn, member of the Dutch parliament and a Commissioner 
of the Commission «f the Churches on Internati:nal Affairs, a jeint agency of 
the World Council of Churches and the Internativnal Missionary Council. Meeting 
with the Committee were seven guests. 
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The statement declares that the French national referendun of January 8 
by revealing the exact size, both in France and Algeria, of the minority opposed 
to Algeria's cvolution towards independenge has "to a large extent wiped out 
the liability represented by the threat of a military ‘coup d'état! and of 
Cavite War, 


It added that "one of the essential points for negotiation" must be a 
guarantee of the rights of the European minority in Algeria and protection 
against reprisals for all persons, whether European or Moslem, 


In a concluding section the French members of the commission added that 
for the negotiations to be successful, the French people must realize the 
heavy responsibility placed on them because of the methods used in ttds war, 
and demoralization of youth and "the use of deceit and trickery as normal 
methods of government (which have) compronised the political life of France 
and her contribution to international order. 


mit is our task as Christians to stress these facts and to affirm that the 
sole possibility of new life for nations, as for individuals, is through 
repentance and forgiveness," they declared. (See document appended for full 
text of statement.) 


The three French members of the Committee attending the neeting were: 
Professor René Courtin and Professor André Philip, of the University of Paris; 
and M. Etienne Trocmé of the faculty of the University of Strasbourg. 

HPS, Geneva. 


Integration of East Gorman Refugee Pastors Urged 


(Heilbronn) ~ "In the interest of the Church and of the many churches without 
pastors", the new Emergency Association of Protestant Pastors and Church 
Workers from East Germany has sent an appeal to Bishop Haug of Wtirttenberg, 
urging him to advocate the integration of refugee clergymen from East Germany 
into church work in the West Zone. 


At a meeting of the association held here, it became clear that many 
refugee pastors are in despair because of the policy of churches in West Germany 
to refuse to give them new apvointments and recognize their pension rights. 


The association indicated that it is still prepared to continue negotiations 
with West German churches, and asked for their “understanding and help". 


According to present church regulations, pastors who have fled Hast Germany 
can only be given employment in West Germany if they have left their office with 
the consent of their church. This step was taken because of a lack of pastors in 


the East Zone. BPS, Geneva. 
Moecholic’ — “Protestant” Seen as "Outdated" Terms 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has 
declared that the words "Catholic" and "Protestant", in their customary usage, 
are"conpletely out of date". 

"They mean nothing at all," Dr. Fisher contended. "You may say that is a 
harsh thing to say, but each word means a different thing to each person. You 
cannot find anybody to agree precisely on what either word means. 
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"They are capable of an infinite variety of meanings," he continued. “They 
are almost always used now purely for propaganda purposes. That is why so much 
trouble is caused by then." 


Dr. Fisher suggested that the terms "corporate" and "personal" almost 
natched the words "Catholic" and "Protestant". However, he did not elaborate. 


The Archbishop made these remarks during the commissioning service held 
for the Rev. Donald Macleod Lynch, new chief secretary of the churcharny, an 
Anglican service organization similar to the Salvation Arny. 


Harlier, at a press conference here, Dr. Fisher commented on the forthcoming 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held in New Delhi, India, 
November 18 to December 6. 


-- "We are not a lot of people who sit and stew in our own pious juices," the 
Archbishop declared. Pointing out that it was 60 years since the churches had 
begun to talk together about mutual problems, he added: “Once you have started 
talking together, there is only one major crime: and that is to walk out. In 
the World Council of Churches none of us has ever been near that." 


Dr. Fisher noted that the World Council has been able to exert a positive 
influence among the churches when they have been faced with such events as the 
Cyprus and Suez crises, and with the race problem in South Africa, BPS, Geneva. 


Kpiscopal Inter-racial Group Takes Firm Race Stand 


(Williamsburg, Virginia) - The House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church will be asked to study, and later state in a pastoral letter, the 
denomination's position regarding marriage between persons of different colours. 


The request will come from the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial 
Unity whose 100 clergy and lay delegates have unanimously adopted a statement 
asserting there are "neither theological nor biological barriers" to inter-racial 
marriages. 


"Laws forbidding such marriages are contrary to Christian teaching, natural 
law and the constitution of this country," the delegates affirmed at the first 
annual meeting of the society, which was formed in 1959 to spur the Episcopal 
Church into more active integration moves, and among whose 1,500 members one- 
quarter are now Negroes. 


The statement brought immediate reaction fron two Virginia prelates. In a 
joint statement, Uishop Robert F. Gibson and Suffragan Bishop David 5. Rose said 
the society's action does not represent an official stand of the church nor is 
it "consonant with the policy or attitudes of the Diocese of Virginia and the 
Miocese of Southern Virginia”. 


Commenting on the prelates' views, the Rev. John B, Morris, the society's 
executive director, declared: "I will happily meet cither of these bishops in 
public debate on the theological and moral precepts upon which we based our 
statenents, Our position on doctrinal matters is soundly based upon Christian 
teachings." EPS, Geneva. 


_ 
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In Brief 


The Central © inference of the Methodist Church of Southern Asia, meeting 
recently at Hyderabad, has voted overwhelmingly in favour of the Plan of Church 
Union of North India and Pakistan, This is the third of the larger negotiating 
bodies to take similar action. One observer views the latest vote as an 
indication that the union is now "definitely nearer consummation". 


x x 


Metropolitan Nikolai, who retired last year because of ill health as head 
of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, has now given up 
his work as Metropolitan of Krutizy and Kolomna. The Synod has named Metropolitan 
Pitirim of Leningrad as his successor in this latter position, while appointing 
lletropolitan Guri as Metropolitan of Leningrad and Ladogar. 


x 


The Moscow Patriarchate has appointed Bishop Nikodinm of Podolsk as head of 
its publications departnent. Last summer, he was named successor of Metropolitan 
Nikolai as head of the Patriarchate's foreign department. 


x * 


Henry F, Makulu, assistant director of the World Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey near Geneva, has been appointed a Member of the British 
Enpire for his public services in Northern Rhodesia. Mr. Makulu is the first 
morican to seyve on the Bossey staff. 


* x 


Local Congregational Christian churches in the USA are voting nearly twenty 
to one in favour of becoming part of the United Church of Christ in ratifying 
the denomination's constitution. A total of 747 or 94.8 per cent of the denonmin- 
ation's 787 churches in the United States have voted approval of the merger with 
the Evangelical and Reforned Church which formed the United Church in 1957. ‘Two- 
thirds of the BE. and R. regional synods must also approve the merger. All voting 
is expected to be completed by June l. 

x * 


Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh are expected to meet Archbishop 
Makarios, president of the Republic of Cyprus, this weekend on a brief stop—over 
en route to India. 

x x 


The Maori Synod of the New Zealand Presbyterian Church has asked that 
denonination to make its churches available to Maori congregations when not in 
use. A report to the church's General Assembly said that complete integration 
of Maori congregations with the rest of the church is the ultimate ideal, but 
that such a step was not feasible now. The country's Maori population, now about 
160,000, ax expected to total more than 550,000 by the year 20004 


x 


The 80th anniversary of the Christian Endeavour movement will be marked by 
young people around the world in week-long observances January 29 - February 5. 
Special services will be held at the Williston Comregational Church, Portland, 
Maine (USA), where the movement was started February 2, 1881. 


* * 
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Docunent 


Statenent of Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Co-operation 


January 15, 1961. 


The comments in France and other countries on the referendum of the 8th 
January, 1961, stress the following points: 


i. The varying attitudes towards the question placed before the French people 
reveal an undisputable majority in favour of political negotiation with the 
Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic (G.P.R.4.) in order to enable 
peace to be resotred as soon as possible. This applies whether the voters voted 


"oui" or "non" or whether they abstained from voting at all. 


ay By revealing the exact size, both in France and in Algeria, of the minority 
which is opposed to Algeria's evolution towards independence, the referendun 
has, to a large extent, wiped out the liability represented by the threat of a 
peiivary ‘coup d'état" and of civil war. 


3» With regard to the F,L.N. the referendum has clearly shown that at the 
present timc, even in the zones which are considered to be "pacified" and under 
control, it represents the Moslen population, which has obeyed its orders 
issued "en nasse". 


In our view, therefore, the Algerian conflict nay be solved in the following 
way: 


tha Any hesitation to negotiate with the Provisional Governnent directly and on 
the basic isstes would inevitably involve the continuance of hostilities, with 
the danger of naking the conflict international and inp.anting international 
coununisn in Africa. Now that the referendum has decided what policy the French 
Governnent must take, the latter nust immediately start negotintions with the 
representatives just nominated by the Moslem people, in accordance with the 
merructitons of the F.L,N. 


re The urgency of this procedure, the difficulty of carrying it out in view of 
the failure of the negotiations at Melun and the consequent suspicion, and the 
fact that an "Algerian" Algeria will have to take its place in the community of 
nations, all this leads us to think that the countries which are friends of 
France, or associated with her, and also the other nations of the Maghreb with 
which the Provisional Government is on friendly terms and which are the first 

to be interested in a definite solution of the Algerian problem ~- should help the 
two sides to start negotiations without delay, and without reservations. Any 
delay in doing so represents a grave menace to the balance of the West and of 
Africa and ultinately of the whole world, In our view, at the present stage, 
the intervention of a third party should greatly contribute towards the necessary 
"rapprochement". 


3. One of the essential points for negotiation should concern guaranteeing the 
rights of the Buropean minority resident in Algeria, which should be able to 
remain there without fear in so far as it proves its loyalty in the construction 
of the new State. This guarantee nust be accompanied by protection against 
reprisals, whether they arc directed against Europeans or against Noslens holding 
Sl) varicties of views, it will prove effective only if a large section of the 
international comunity approves it and is responsible for ensuring that it is 


m carried out. 
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For the success of negotiations, and with a view to establishing fratemal 
relations once peace is attained, the French members of the meeting placed a 
commitment upon us to stress the following points: 


1. The French people must realise the heavy responsibility which rests upon 
then owing to the methods enployed in this war, and the equally reprehensible 
methods used to suppress the acts of terrorists. The very high nunber of 
casualties and of displaced persons, and the almost total destruction of the 
means of rural production, will place a heavy burden on the future of the new 
Algeria. fFurthemore, the denoralisation of French youth, the perversion of 
democratic and legal institutions and the use of deceit and trickery as normal 
methods of government, compromise the political life of France and her contri- 
bution to international order. It is our task as Christians to stress these facts 
and to affirm that the sole possibility of new life for nations, as for 
individuals, is through repentance and forgiveness. 


2s Beyond this analysis of the present, it seems to us that the task of 
reparation and reconstruction will be considerable, and that substantial aid will 
have to be given to Algeria for many years. The international community will 
have to co-operate with France in giving this. 


3» In this context the Sahara should be opened up and developed under the 
auspices of a common authority, which would give France and the interested 
states in Africa and Europe the opportunity to co-operate in a spirit of nutual 
confidence. 


In our view the French churches, which have on several occasions taken an 
energetic attitude on this painful question, must go on telling the French people 
what the real situation in Algeria is, and what responsibilities that places upon 

then. 


viii 
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Special Report 


Churches Extend Aid in Congo Crisis 


(Geneva) - More than 800 Protestant missionaries from all over the world are 
presently engaged in giving immediate aid and making long-range plans to strengthen 
the churches in the strife-torm Congo, which continues to be plagued by famine 

and disease. 


In an interview here, the Rev. Theodore L. Tucker, secretary of the Africa 
Committee of the National Council of Churches, USA, reported that close to two- 
thirds of the missionaries who were evacuated at the height of the crisis have 
now returned to their posts. 


However, Mr. Tucker nade it clear that unless “inmediate and massive assist— 
ance is given in the Congo, death will continue to plague areas where refugees 
have congregated because of tribal warfare". 


While latest checks by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation 
indicate that already scarce food supplies may well run out in Kasai Province by 
the end of this month, Mr. Tucker noted that warring Balubas and Luluas are add- 
ing to the nisery of the 300,000 refugees by carrying out a “scorched earth 
policy" in the area between Luluahourg and Bakwanga. 


At present, 20,000 children in Kasai Province are reportedly starving, and 
200 are dying each day, according to an FAO official who has just returned here 
from Leopoldville. It was earlier estimated that in one area alone, nore than 
30 per cent of the children will die of hunger within six-months unless nore 
adequate supplies of food and medicine are forthcoming. 


While the FAO has indicated that some US$ 3,000,000 is needed to alleviate 
fanine, the World Council of Churches has made an appeal for US$ 1,000,000 to be 
equally divided between immediate needs and long-range planning. All foodstuffs 
are being distributed within the co-operative efforts of the UN, governmental and 
other relief organisations. WCC funds for immediate famine relief are being 
administered through the Congo Protestant Relief Agency. 


Meanwhile, a majority of the Protestant missionaries who were evacuated at 
the height of the uprisings have returned at the request of the African churches, 
and plans are being made to extend education and provide much-needed nedical aid 
to meet the present crisis. 


Mr. Tucker expressed hope that FAO plans to organize a nassive airlift 
would do nuch to alleviate famine and help solve the problem of transporting 
foodstuffs into affected areas. Not only has tribal warfare made transportation 
difficult, he siad, but transportation costs have been extremely high. Lt Coss 
US$ 10,000 to ship 300 tons of commodities from the port of entry to Mwene Ditu, 
Kasai. These were later distributed in trucks supplied by the government or 
purchased by CPRA. 


However, the Missionary Aviation Fellowship is expected to also operate two 
planes in the beleaguered areas, according to Orie 0. Miller, a member of the 
Mennonite Central Committee, presently visiting the Congo, These plates will be 
used to distribute foodstuffs and medicines, and to increase the efficieney of 
the inadequate number of doctors working in the area, 
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Uutbreaks of kwashiorkor - known locally as "the red hair digease" - have 
complicated the work of relief agencies, Mr. Tucker reported. Nungrous children 
have been affected by the disease which is caused by a low protein diet and is 
characterized by physical swelling and depigmentation. 


While many Belgian physicians evacuated the area after the outbreak of 
hostilities, Mr. Tucker said, most Protestant nissionary doctors have returned 
and others are being recruited under the "Operation Doctor" programme sponsored 
by CPRA. 


Reporting that sone nissionary physicians are working in governnent hospitals 
in the larger cities, Mr. Tucker said a radiologist and a thoracic surgeon are 
being recruited under "Operation Doctor" and are to divide their services between 
a large tubercalosis sanitorium and the Lovanium University Hospital, Leopoldville, 
where they may also teach, 


Mr, Tucker reported that the churches are expected to continue to be active 
in primary education, and to put increasing emphasis on secondary schooling. 


In addition, he noted, a Congo Polytechnic Institute is being established 
under the auspices of the Congo Protestant Church, with the active assistance of 
the Agricultural and Technical Assistance Foundation of Los Angeles, California. 


Half the money sought by the World Council of Churches will be used to 
establish secondary schools in Leopoldville and Matadi, and to strengthen 
existing schools. 


Mr. Tucker further disclosed that a theological seminary at college level 
has been established in Elisabethville under the joint sponsorship of six 
Protestant groups. The new seninary will eventually provide training for fran 
75 to 100 students and will offer a four-year programme. Costing an estinated 
USS 300,000 when completed, the land on which the buildings will be situated will 
be given by the Congolese Government. 


Pointing out that the theological education fund of the International 
Missionary Council has indicated that it will nake US$ 100,000 available to the 
new institution when substantial Congo-wide support is evident. Mr. Tucker said 
there presently are three full-time faculty members. One has a doctorate and 
a second is currently a doctoral candidate. 


Although the political situation is unpredictable, the majority of 
missionaries who were evacuated in June have returned at the request of the 
Congolese Christian leaders, Dr. Tucker reported. 


"At that time," he observed, "two-thirds of the more than 1,000 American 
missionaries were women, Well over 500 have returned, although most are men. 
It ?s very unlikely that many women will return until the present strife is 
settled. In some areas where there was little disturbance missionaries stayed 
on throughout," 


Stressing that foreign missionaries have returned at the request of African 
churches, the NCC official observed that "the only real friction between the 
Congolese and foreign church representatives involves the paternalistic attitude 
of some missionaries". 


"The Congolese want to be considered mature, and there is no doubt that some 
missionaries arc not being invited back because they just will be unable to fit into 


the new situation," 


Noting that Protestant mission boards had generally been working for the day 
when the African churches would be completely indigenous, Mr, Tucker added: “With 
the approach of independence, the transfer of ultimate authority had already taken 
place in some bodies, including the Baptist and Swedish Mission Covenant churches, 
and others, including the Disciples, Methodist and Presbyterians were well advanced 
on the same road. The actual transfer of property is currently in process." 


he said. 


